


40 


ain 


ne} 
ins, 


und 


de 
de 


ide 
ref} 


* the 
1 of 
..B. 
‘shal 
1 the 
nded 
1 Gth 


file 
and 
file, 


yrses 

file 
2 
t, 9 
and 
file, 


and 
sieve 
rank 
AIMS, 


cu. 
Nee 
—— 


N 








COBBET?TS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. 





Vou. XIX. No. 47.] LONDON, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, 1811. 


—_e 


[ Price 1s. 


ee — 











1441] 


(lade 





SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


BattLe or Arspuera.———In my last, 
beginning at page 1409, I made some re- 
marks upon the dispatches, or, rather, Ex- 
tracts of Dispatches, relating to this battie ; 
and, I think, I placed the matter in aclear 
and fair point of view. What, then, must 
have been my astonishment, when I read, 
inthe news-papers of the next day, a re- 
port of a parliamentary debate, from 
which it appeared, that the Thanks of the 
Honourable House, had, without the 
slightest opposition, been voted to those 
who, on our side, commanded in that bat- 


tle, the result of which, has even in Par- 


liament, been styled “ a glorious victory ?” 


| ——From this it appears manifest, either 
_that Iam a very much deceived man ; 


that, from some cause or other, lam wholly 


' ignorant of what is passing in Spain and 
| Portugal ; or, that others are in that state ; 


or, that one or the other of us wilfully 
misrepresent facts.———It is possible, that 
the walls of a prison have benumbed my 


intellectual faculties as well as cut me off 


from the cheering sight of my home and 
my family. ‘This is possible ;- but, as to 


the question before us, I flattered myself 
»that Isaw very clearly; and I -yet think 


that I see clearly ; though, from the posi- 


© tive assertions, and the loud boasts, in the 


reported speech of the minister, PERCEVaL, 
one would really suppose, that I must be 
infatuated in the same way as was the 
poor Archbishop of Granada, who, in spite 
of a monitor, could not be made to think 


ithat he was become weak and stupid.—— 


This is, however, a state, in which a man 
does not readily acknowledge himself to 
be, and, therefore, it will not be thought 
wnnatural in me to endeavour to shew that 
I was right in the opinions, which I have 
before expressed upon this subject, though 
differing so very widely from those so 
boldly expressed, and so heartily cheered 
in the Honourable House, It never 





thas been my custom to garble, or to sup- 


press. [always like that my opponents 
should be heard as well as myself; and, 
upon this princip!e 1 have inserted below, 
the whole of the report of Mr. Percevau’s 








speech, as I find it given in the Courier 
news-paper of the 8th instant; and which 
speech I must beg of the reader to peruse 
careiully, attending in particular to the 
parts, which I have designated by Italic 
characters; for, the thing which I am 
about to answer should, of course, be read, 
before the answer itself be read. Mr. 
Pexcevar sets out by taking much merit 
to himself and his colleagues for their ab- 
stinence in moving for votes of thanks to 
their generals and other commanders ; 
and, indeed, he expresses his fear, that 
the Honourable House may think, that 
they have been rather remiss in the dis- 
charge of this part of their duty. He 
says, that it is remarkable, that, in so short 
a period of the present session, this is the 
third time they have been impelled to 
move for votes of thanks; that they have 
been careful not to make such motions in 
any case of an equivocal character or infe- 
rior importance ; that the Honourable House 
must be convinced that they, have not 
come forward to ask for its thanks, except 
in cases where the duty was imposed upon 
them by “ the blessings of Providence’’ 
upon his Majesty’s Arms; that they have 
moved, in this way, in no cases, which 
might admit of a doubt as to a just claiin 
to the thanks of Parliament; that scarcely 
a day has, of late, passed without an ex- 
pectation of some victory, which expec- 
tation had been uniformly realized by the 
accounts; and, that, in short (and [ be- 
seech the reader 'o mark well the words) 
«such a tide and flood of victory flowed in 
“our favour, that the enemy served now 
“only as a fund to supply materiais for 
“ the accumulating glories of the Lruish 
« army” Such, as the reader will see, 
is the substance of what he is reported to 
havesaid as to our victoriesin general. And 
this, the reader will observe, is reported to 
have beemstated in the [lonourable House, 
and to have been loudly cheered. —--Now, 
I differ completely in opinion with this 
minister. Ido not agree with him in any 
one point, The events of the war, the 
votes of thanks, and the state of the war 
now, compared with what it was last year, 
does not, in my opinion, justify any one 
3B 
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of these positions. As to the war zn 
general, what have we gained inthis year? 
The French occupy more ground than 
they occupied last year at this time. In 
the month of June last, they had not taken 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and they had not taken 
Badajoz. They are now in possession of 
the former; and, we do not yet know, 
that they are not in possession of the latter 
also, notwithstanding it has been besieged; 
and, let it not be forgotten, that a great 

art of Portugal has since been laid waste 
f that very enemy, to keep whom out 
of Portugal was, 4 year ago, our professed 
object. The killed and wounded, the cost 
in blood and in taxes, I shall, for the argu- 
ment’s sake, reckon as of no account at 
all. Yet it might be reckoned, especially 
when we know, that the war has been 
carried on, on the part of France, without 
any reinforcements of any sort from 
France, while it is equally well known, 
that the reinforcements and supplies from 
England have been incessant, and when 
we also know, that the money voted for 
the keeping up of Portuguese troops has 
been doubled. These, however, I leave 
out of the question; and ask of “ the 
“* thinking people”? merely to put this 
question to themselves; “ have our armies 
“* gained one inch of ground from the French, 
“since the month of June, 18102?” If 
this question be answered in the negative, 
it must inevitably follow, that the war has 
not been successful upon the whole, but the 
contrary, because it cannot be denied, 
that Portugal as well as England have paid 
most dearly for the year’s war.—But, 
now, as for this particular battle. I was 
before of the opinion, that we had nothing 
(except, perhaps, some individual acts of 
Bravery) to boast of; and this opinion 
has not been at all shaken by the reported 
speech of Mr. Percevat, loudly as it ap- 
pears to have been aniplaaded, in those 


parts where victory was most unequivo- 


cally claimed. I observed, in my last, 
that we had accounts of the strength of the 
French, but no accounts of the strength of 
our own army. This want of information 
as to the numbers on our side I exceedingly 
dislike, because it deprives us of the power 
of judging as to the character of the result 
of the acfion. And, the want of such 
information is the less easily to be ex- 
cused when we see our General stating 
with such apparent certainty the num. 
bers of the enemy. He tells the minis- 
ters, not only what were the actual num- 


bers of the Duke of Dalmatia (Soult) ; 


‘ 
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but, he also tells them whence he had 
drawn those numbers together. Some he 
had got from Marshal Victor, some from 
General Sebastiani, and some from General 
Latour Maubourg ; and yet, he says not 
(itt what has been published of his dispatch} 
one single word of his own nuwnbers, of 
which, however, he could not be jess igs 
norant, at any rate, than he must haye 
been of those of the enemy ; or, if he was, 
it will, I think, be allowed, that his in. 
quiries and his information must have been 
of a very singular cast, of a cast quite pe- 
culiar to himself.—-—Had he, indeed, said 
nothing at all about numbers. Had he been 
quite silent upon this point, there would 
have been no room for complaint ; but, if 
he gave the numbers on one side, surely 
he ought to have given them on the other, 
The reason, doubtless, for giving the num- 
bers of the French, was, that we might see 
what a force it was that our army had 
overcome. Indeed, the numbers of the 
enemy are manifestly and avowedly given 
for this purpose ; and, if so, why were not 
our numbers given for the same purpose? 
How were we to know any thing of the 
merits of the case, unless we had the num- 
bers on both sides ?——It may be said, 
perhaps, that for Marshal Beresford to 
state his numbers to the ministers would 
have been useless, seeing that they must 
always be in possession of the state of his 
army, having regular Returns thereof sent 
to them by every post. Yes, it was use 
less as far as regarded the ministers; bot, 
not as towards the public and the world. 
If, indeed, the Dispatches had been ne 
by the ministers unpublished ; or, bs 
been intended for that purpose, the oms 
sion to state our own numbers would 7” 
been natural enough ; but, as the “or 
was intended for publication, as the battle 
was to be recorded in this dispatch, t 
surely ought to have contained the - 
bers on both sides.——The reason of a 
is so plain, that it will be utterly mar 
ble to persuade any mun of common seh 
; ledge 0 
that the suppression of the know'ede hr 
the numbers on our side arose conga 
persuasion, that such knowledge s,s ; 
have contributed towards nega a 
conviction of our having gained " : si 
tory. It is quite impossible to @ abet 
man believe, that, if stating the a oe 
on our side would have added oi have 
tensions, those numbers wou hat ott 
been stated. In short, it is clear,t™ 
commander liad a great superior cist 
humbers; and that this is the tue 
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: Register I gave some details that must 


» should suppose them to have been quite 
_ sufficient; but, as I see the venal prints 
' still insisting upon an inferiority of Num- 
a bers on our part, I will now confront their 
| present statements, with the statements 
> they gave us before the battle. ——Let us 






> On the 7th of May, that Soutt was 
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of the numbers not being stated on both 
sides, If there had been any doubt of 
this before, there could be none after, the 
speech of Mr. Pexrcevat, who talked, it 
would seem, about every thing but the 
numbers; that is to say, about every thing 
except that which would have enabled the 
public to judge of the real merits of this 
battle, respecting which he was calling 
for a vote of thanks. Me, however, no 
one shall so put off. I will get at the ¢ruth 
if I can, and will communicate it to my 
readers. In the last Number of the 











have staggered a great many people. I 


first see what they then said of the force of 
the enemy; and let us quote solely from 

‘the Courier news-paper. This paper 
told us, 


in so low a plight at Seville, that 
his Infantry, Cavalry, and Civic 
Troops altogether amounted to 
BE ONDY ..cccccvoccvecccees eecvvccecccves 
That Sebastiani was ill of a con- 
sumption, and that he had alto- 
gether but 6,000. And, observe, 
it was only a part of these that 
Soult drew away, as Marshal 
Beresford says, for the battle of 
Albuera. Let us suppose that he 
took, however, even two-thirds 
of Sebastiani’s force, that would 
Make Dut .rccccccccccccesccscecceces 
ictor, in the same paper, was re- 
presented as unable to meet a 
force of 10,000 men, conse- 
quently he could not spare many, 
without abandoning the siege of 
Cadiz; but, supposing Soult to 
have got a — of thousand 
from Victor (as Marshal Beres- 
ford says he got some from him), 
and then it must be matter of 
astonishment how Victor could 
continue the siege of Cadiz...... 
The French army of the centre was 
stated to consist of 14,000 men. 
Give Soult one half of them...... 
Marshal Beresford says, that Latour 

Maubourg joined bina With ...006 5,000 


1,884 


4,000 


2,000 


7,000 





19,884 
ee 
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Thus, according to the accounts which 
these prints gave us before the battle, it 
appears, that by leaving the other parts 
of the French army naked, Sout would 
be able to collect only about 19 or 
20,000 men. And, observe, that, at this 
time, he was at Seville, more thana hundred 
miles from Albuera, and that our people 
were taking measures to go and capture his 
army bodily. Our army, on the con- 
trary, was an immense force. The Cou- 
RIER told us, 


On the 7th of May, that General 
Blake had 12,000 infantry and 
GOO horse ...ee.-ees iinemecadibaanudd Cae 
On the 17th of May, that the Spa- 
nish General Ballesteros had, at 
Zafra, on the road between Ba- 
dajoz and Seville ....coccsseeeree - 
That there were on the line from 
Zafra to Valverde and at Santa 
Martha, English infantry amount- 
ING tO revseccvcccccesererescseseeees 20,000 
That there were along with these, 
Portuguese Infantry (‘‘ as good 
“as any in the world” ).....0.00068 15,000 
That there were, accompanying 
these Infantry, English and Por- 
tuguese Cavalry....cccosserssereseee 6,000 





6,000 


59,600 

Here, then are 59,000 men; but, we have 

not yet got the army of Spaniards under 

the Captain General, Castanos, who, as 

the reader will observe, joined Marshal 
Beresford before the battle. 





However, leave this army out; for, surely, 
we have enough. Marshal Beresford 
puts the French force, at the very highest, 
only at 26,000 men; and, there is, I 
think, little reason to suppose, that, after 
the battle, and such a battle, he under- 
rated them. Here, then, we have many 
more than two for one; and, out of them 
41,000 English, and Portuguese “ as good 
“as any troops in the world.” One Eng- 
lishman used to be thought, or at least, said 
to be, equal to three Frenchmen; but, 
now, it would seem, that it is a glorious 
act for two Englishmen to beat one 
Frenchman. Am I told, that these 
statements of the Courter and other venal 
prints were false? May be so; but, then, 
never ask me to believe them again ; and 
never expect any body but this ‘« shinking 
“ nation” to put any trust in their future 
statements. I do not, for my part, care 
which they choose. Their former state- 
$B2 
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ments were false, or their latter ones; 
but, then, observe, there is no believing 
them at all; and, of course, what they now 
say about our army being énferior in num- 
ber to that of the French, is not to be be- 
lieved. It is to pass for nothing ; and, 
we have to rely upon the estimate made 
in my last, according to which our army 
was upon this occasion upwards of 50,000 
strong, including the Spaniards and Por- 
tuguese. And, observe, we must not suf- 
fer it to be said, that the troops of our 
allies were not equal to our own troops ; 
for, we have it under Marsnau BeEres- 
rorp’s own hand, that the Portuguese 
were, eight months ago, “ as good 
“as any troops in the world,” and, of 
course, as good as English troops; and, 
as to the Spaniards, shame wil! surely 
prevent us from decrying them, when 
it is known that they occupied the post 
ef honour in this very battle; that they 
were placed where the most furious onset 
was expected and where it took place. 
No: shame upon the man who, after this, 
affects to consider the troops of our allies 
as not to be included to their full amount 
sn our statement of numbers. Thus, 
then, I think, that the question of numbers 
is pretty well settled. I think it wiil be 
vepossible, after this, to make any one 
believe, that the army of the allies was 
not in numbers more than double the 
strength of the enemy. We will now 
advert to other circumstances.—We are 
repeatedly told in the extracts of ihe Dis- 
patch, that the enemy had a vast superiority 
of cavalry. Yhave shown that the corps of 
English cavalry in the battle, did, accord- 
ing to the pay accounts laid before the 
Honourable House, on the 20th of Fe- 
bruary last, amount to 2,748 men, and, if 
we deduct a fifth for deaths and desertions 
since that time, there would be 2,199 left 
to be present at the battie, besides the 
Portuguese and Spanish Cavalry. The 
Marshal’s estimate carries the French 
horse only to 4,000 men ; and, I think, we 
may be very well satisfied that he did not 
under-rate them. Where, then, could have 
been this vast superiority in the cavairy ? 
Besides, our venal prints told us, before the 
batile, that the Engtish and Portuguse ca- 
vairy under Marshal Beresford amounted 
to 6,000 ; and, they also told us, that the 
few horses that Soult bad were in such g 
miserable state, that they were obliged to 
be ded, being unable to carry their riders ! 
See the Courter of the 7th of May, and 
compare what it then said with what it Says 
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now; and then Oh! « thinking people fe 
;  peopie! ; 

pray do think a little before you believe jt to 
another time. But, there is one consi. ' bi 
deration that all these writers and that ’ of 
Mr. Percrvat seem wholly to overlook > th 
and that is, that this account which is coms | de 
given us of the great strength of the French | it 

armies agrees but very badly with the hopes = pil: 
held out to us, of a speedy ejection of those im ev 
French from the peninsula ; for, if they are > sit 
so strong, what reason have we to suppose © tac 
that they will not remain where they are? ' ma 
And, especially if they are made of that | An 
sort of stuff that enables them to spring up tall 
in such force after having been so recently | the 
annihilated. Just a month ago we were this 
told, that all the French troops in Spain » stra 
were drawing together towards the North, © 2pp 
preparatory to their evacuating the coun _boa 
try. And now, behold! up jump two » ma 
armies, both of them said by those same judi 
writers, to be superior to ours in number, wor 
and stated by our commanders themselves ithy 
to be vastly superior in cavalry. If this he, 


be all true, then, what is the use of fighting 
with fellows like these. They take as much 
killing as a serpent; and if you cut them 
up into morsels, you must absolutely throw 
away those morsels, or, serpent-like, they 
re-unite and come at you again. They 
appear to possess the powers of necro 
mancy. They assume all sorts of shapes 
and qualities. Sometimes, they cu! and 
slash about them with the arm of flesh; 
and at others, they, like ghosts, elude 
our grasp and even our sight, a remarkable 
instance of which was afforded us by GF 
NERAL Brennier, whose affair I do not ob 
serve to have been mentioned in the Hh 
nouralle House. ——With such fellows 
what are we to do? They are conjurers; % 
at least, if they are not, our venal pe 
papers are diars.——The } ego 
too, we are told, superior in Artilley® 
A.suera, How very surprizing this rm 
We, observe, were beginning @ ote 
great town; and yet we had not ae Y 
equal to the enemy, who, in the 0 i 
5 days, or 6 days at most, had gamit 
army all the way from Seville, 4 ee 
more than a hundred miles!’ What dev''s fo 
Frenchmen must be ! Marshal ee 
tells us, that Soult marched from megs 
the 10th ; the battle was fought on | file 
and the distance is about 130 Englis) a! 
Here was a distance of more " st 
miles aday to go for 6 days runnl > vie 
to get along cannon, Se ny 2 
sions, and every thing yng we alt 
support of an army. Ane ) 
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told, not only that Soult had Artillery ; | it does not appear that Mr. Percevat did, 


but that he was superior to us in that sort 
of arm.——There was our army upon 
the spot ; it had no fatigues recently un- 
dergone ; it had all possible advantages; 
it had its ground to choose ; itdid, in fact, 
place itself behind a river ; it had time for 


every thing ; and, this army, so rested, so | 
situated, so prepared and so provided, wasat- 
> tacked by anarmy who had just performed a 
® march of 130 miles in the space of 6 days. 
_ And yet Mr. Percevat is reported to have 
‘talked of the disadvantages under which 


| the allies laboured !——While, however, 
'this gentleman is talking in a very loud 


> strain about our victory, he discovers some 
) apprehension, that the enemy will also 
boast of victory ; 


and, therefore, after the 


»manner of Nist Prius pleading, he very 













judiciously anticipates master Soult. 


thy of particular notice. 
phe, “in the circumstances of this action, 


The 
words of this part of his speech are wor- 
« But,” says 


“there are some particulars, which may 
“ afford the enemy a pretext toclaima victory. 
“In the charge which the Brigade of Co- 
* Jonel Colborne sustained from the Polish 


a“ Cavalry, the three regiments of which 
“it was composed, undoubtedly lost their 
"*« colours. 


The colours of one of them 
‘were afterwards rcovered, one standard 
‘retaken from the enemy, and the other 
preserved for his corps in an exemplary 
‘manner by the gallant officer who had 
the charge of it. The colours of the 
two other regiments undoubtedly are in 
« possession of the enemy, and will; in all 
probability, be made’ the grounds of 4 
claim of victory.” There must have 
been some mistake on the part of the re- 
orter here; for the confusion is manifest ; 
but at any rate, the fact is, that the 
tandards of two of our regiments remain 
vith the enemy. ‘That is the fact; and why 
ere not these regiments named ? Why 
e we not to be told these particulars as 
rell as others ?. Why did not somebody 
y out name! name! as to this point? 
ge this as it may, however, the standards 
two of our regiments, English regi- 
ents, remained with the enemy ; and, 
t it be observed, that these two regi- 
hents were thanked as well as the rest. 
Mr. Percevat appears not to have 
lowed up the Nisi Prius practice any 
irther, upon this occasion, than merely 
hticipating the boast of the enemy. The 
visi Prius practice is generally not only 
anticipate what the adversary will say, 
Mt ta answer him by anticipation. This 








story ? 








or even attempted. He merely sail, that 
the enemy having actually carried off the 
standards of two of-our regiments, that 
would, zn all probability, be made the 
grounds of a claim of victory. Probabi- 
lity! Why probability ? Why not certain- 
ty? Why should it be supposed that Soult 
would not boast of this as a proof of vic- 
\ Did not we ground such a claim 
upon the having taken an Eagle at Bar- 
rosa?) What a noise did that capture 
make! How was the statement of the fact 
cheered in the Honourable House! How 
was Mr. Sheridan overpowered in echoing 
the statement! The good folks, the “ most 
“ thinking people,”’ out of doors were af- 
fected in as great a degree, making al- 
lowance for the comparative coarseness of 
their feelings. What parade, what pomp, 
what solemnity, at the lodging of these 
colours at Whitehall! What branches of 
bay and what airs of victory. I will put 
this matter upon record in its official form, 
it having been thus called forth by the 
speech of Mr. Percevai. Courier, 17 
May, 1811.—*The Royal Depositing of 
“ the Colours, taken from the French by 
‘« Gen. Graham, will take place to-morrow, 
“the 18th inst. in Whitehall Chapei, by 
“ order of the Prince Regent. —Bricape 
“« Orpers.—Paroie, honorary.—The fol- 
“lowing arrangement is mide for the 
« Ceremonial of lodging the Standard and 
« Colours taken fromthe eneiny, in White- 
“ hall, on Saturday, the 18th inst.:—His 
« Majesty’s Guard to be formed at half- 
past ten in the morning, on the Parade, 
“ Horse-Guards, and facing the edifice, as 
« usual, in black gaiters.—A detachment 
of Grenadiers, consisting of one Captain, 
three Subalterns, four Serjeants, and 100 
Rank and File, from the Brigade, in full 
dress, will be on the left of the King’s 
Guard.—The Bands of the Ist Regiment 
«and Coldstream to attend, and the de- 
« tachment of Grenadiers in white gaiters, 
« and adetachment of 100 rank and file, 
«and Officers in proportion, in black 
« gaiters, will parade at ten o’clock, to 
« preserve order, and keep the way open 
«during the march to Whitehall. The 
“recruits to attend to keep the ground 
“clear on the parade.—The men of the 
brigade off duty to be formed on the pa- 
“rade at a quarter before ten o'clock, 
“ with side-arms only, from whence they 
« will be marched on to the Chape!l.—A 
« SPRIG OF GREEN to be worn in the 
« hats of Officers and men.—Lonpon Ke- 
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« cruitinc Orpgrs, May 15, 1811.—In 
“« consequence of Orders from Genera! his 
«¢ Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge, 
« the whole of the Staff and Recruiting 
« Party will assemble at Horse-Guards on 
‘« Saturday morning, at ten o’clock, for 
‘‘ the purpose of attending the ceremony 
“of depositing the French Eagles at 
« Whitehall.—The Officers are expected 
“to appear in their best uniforms, and 
« POWDERED, the parade to bé ready 
“to march off at half-past ten o’clock.— 
“ (Signed) Ropert Extis, Masor.—The 
“ Ceremony will be very grand, and the 
‘“‘ martial music appropriate to the occa- 
“* sion. May 18. This morning the 
“French Eagles, taken in the battle of 
** Barrosa, were deposited in Whitehall 
“Chapel. The particulars of the Cere- 
“‘ monial we gave in our Paper yesterday. 
“The concourse of spectators was very 
“‘ great. The Band of the Guards played 
“‘ God save the King, Rule Britannia, and 
“* other nationaliunes.’’ ——W ell, now, what 
better answer does Mr. Perceval want than 
this? Why are not the French to boast of 
having got our colours? We must expect 
them to boast of course; unless, indeed, 
“* the most thinking people in the world” 
set up pretensions to a monopoly in boast- 
ing as well as in thinking, They crowded 
here, we see, in vast numbers to regale 
their eyes ‘with these symbols of victory, 
sent home by General Graham; and why 
are they to expect, that the French will 
not make as much of the colours they 
have taken from us? We shall hardly say, 
that to take colours is no rarity to the 
French. To say that would not bespeak 
any great overstock of thinking. Nei- 
ther will it do to tell us, that there is no 
merit in taking colours, unless those who 
take them retain the ground they fight on; 
for, we all know well, that General Gra- 
ham did not retain the ground he fought 
on, but got away from it as fast as possible 
and went over into the Isle of Leon. Yet, 
we called his a victory; and now we 
claim the victory, because the French did 
not keep the field. General Graham was 
thanked by the Honourable House; he was 
praised in scores of columns of our news- 
papers; bombastical prose and doggerel 
poetry poured forth their souls in his 
praise; it was lamented that the Restric-. 
tions preve the Prince from makin 


him into a Lord ; and it was even stated, | 


with his own 
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he was in a state to bestow it! This is all 
well known to be true. And, shall we 
then, pretend, that we ought to conclude 
that Soult can have gained no victory 
merely because he retreated after the bautle? 
What assurance, what intolerable, what 
disgusting impudence we must have, to 
pretend this, at the very moment, ia the 
very same breath, when we are boasting 
of the victories of Talavera, Busago, and 
Barrosa ?——~Mr. Percevat, after having 
stated the fact about the colours, flies off 
to the curious adventures of Ensigns Tho. 
mas and Walsh; but, why did he not go on 
to shew, that the claim of the French to 
victory, grounded on the capture of our 
colours, would be ill-founded? He should 
have done this, or else he should have 
held his tongue upon the subject of the 
anticipated claim of the French ; for, 
by leaving the anticipated claim un 
rebutted, he left us to conclude, of 
course, that he could not rebut it 
——lI should content. myself with what 
has been: said, but I am convinced, that 
to place every part of this transaction ins 
proper light is of the greatest importance, 
seeing that upon these victories will proba- 
bly be built projects of new expeditions 
and wars. For this reason I will goon 
and notice the particular adventures, re 
lated in this speech of Mr. Percevat, Fe 
specting Ensigns Thomas and Walsh and 
Marshal Beresford, not stopping, 1 this 
place, to ask how he came to the knowledge 


\ of them; who told him about them; 8 — 


ing that not a word of the matter 's © 
found. in the dispatches, or extracts, 
dispatches, published in the Gazette 
Ensign Thomas, he tells us, ‘“ was ne 
« rounded by the enemy, and; when “pr 
“ to give up his colours, answered A . 
“, but with my life; and his life was t ae 
“ stant forfeit of his. refusal. arn . 
who.could tell Mr. Perceval this? by 
wrote to him about it? Nay, ak ag 
could tell, any body of it? W yee 
the words and saw the action ?—— a 
this Ensign was surrounded by the “— 
There was no one with him, then. at 
then, Br have arene the accou hey 
any our were , 
om have been surrounded too ; and, 
course, must have Deer in prisons 
not killed, and, in either case, they om 
‘not bring the account, Did som", 
enemy tell the tale? Throvg’ 
-channel did they communicale | i 
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us @ satisfactory account of the manner in 
which Ensign Thomas came by his 


of the enemy who surrounded and killed 
Ensign Thomas were afterwards taken by 
our people, and that they then related to 
our army the story which was re-told by 
Me. Percevat. ‘This, indeed, appears to 
me to be the only possible way in which 


army, that is to say, unless we believe in 
supernatural agency. And, here again 
our faith is put to a pretty severe test ; 


must have given his refusal in the French 
language, or the French soldier must have 
understood the English language. So that, 
for there to be a possibility of this story 
being true; I say a possibility 3 for there 
to be a possibility of its being true, there 
must haye been this almost miraculous 
coincidence; Ensign Thomas must have 
been killed by a Frenchman who was 
afterwards taken by our army; that 
Frenchman must have understood English 
or Ensign Thomas must have spoken in 
la and, lastly, the said Frenchman, 
so taken, must have thought it prudent in 
him to tell our people that he had killed 
one of our officers with his own hand. 
This, as I said before, is possible ; but, 
what degree of probability there is in it i 
will leave “this most thinking people” 
decide. ——Ensign Walsh’s affair is, if nie 
sible, still more wonderful. Mr. Perceval 
said, that “ Ensign Walsh, having the staff 
“ of the colours broken by a cannon bail, 
“which also severely wounded himself, 
“ fell upon the field of battle, and, more 
“ anxious about the precious charge than 
“for himself, contrived ¢o separate the 
‘ flag from the remnant of the staff, and 
“ secured it in his bosom, from which he after- 
“ wards produced it, when bis wounds were 
“dr after the battle,’’ Reader, 
9 you consider of what nature is the 
blow of «acannon ball? Suppose your- 
elf with a staffeight feet long in your 
pends, with a flag hanging from the top 
balf of it ; sapposethis flag held up before 
you; do you conceive how a cannon 
pall could ‘ribo it without fetching off your 
ns ?———But, what part of the staff was 
hit by the ball ? The part above the En- 
sign’s head te be sure, else the ball would 
ve cut postal asunder. Now, then, 


grt sa hen imagine 


ill nang th 


give you such 
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a blow upon the head or shoulder as to 
leave but little life in you? Well, but 
Ensign Walsh was wounded by the ball. 
Yes, but he found the broken staff laying 
by the side of him, and, who does not 
perceive, that a blow of a Gannon ball 
would have driven the staff away to per- 
haps several hundreds of yards distances 
and, how, then, was the wounded man 
(who was found, mind, upon the ground 
unable to get away), how was he to get 
at the staff'to take the flag from it? Obe 
serve, too, that this Mr. Walsh must also 
have been alone when this happened to 
him; for, otherwise, some one would 
have taken the colours up for him. And, 
it is a little odd, that a man with a stand- 
ard in his hand should be straggling 
about by himself. Colours are always 
placed in the centre of the regiment and 
guarded by a select body of men; and, 
before colours can be thus. exposed, there 
must be a route, a complete rouée, all 
must be in confusion, and the “ devil 
“take the hindmost” must be the word. 
——In the first place, then, for this story 
to be true, Ensign Walsh must have been 
alone, or, at least, in company with none 
but dead men, else some one would have 
taken up the colours for him; secondly, 
the cannon ball must have been very sin- 
gular in its effects to strike the staff in his 
hand without killing him ; and chirdly, it 
must have been a most wonderful cannon 
ball to have hit the staff in bis hand and 
broken it without driving it toa distance 
from the spot; a sofas Serie civil can- 
non ball to strike a staff and break it, and 
then jay the parts down upon the ground 
just on the spot where the blow was 
given; 2 miraculously polite cannon ball! 
Nevertheless, the thing is possible ; 
or, at least, it may ly be possible, 
though to my dim intellectual vision the 
possibility is not visible; but, this I must 
say, that, if I had taken a Frenchman with 
his colours crammed under his clothes, 
I should have suspected, that finding bim- 
self alone and not able to defend himself if 
attacked and seeing himself exposed in a 
ten-fold degree by having the colours in 
his hands ; should have suspected, that, 
under such circumstances, he bad cut the 
flag off and thus hid it from the enemys 
——I shall, I know, be told, that, by ite 
cheers, the Honourable House 
its belief in the story of Mr. Percevar; 
which I have only. to remark, that — 
i pay ot a men. singe 4 
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from that in which the same things strike 


me. We now come to the perilous ad- 
venture of Marshal Beresford himself, which 


is :hus related in the reported speech of 


our Minister. ‘ One of the Polish horse- 
men, separated from his corps, and un- 
supported by any others, approached so 
near Marshal Beresford; either from the 


effects of intoxication, or the Phrenzy of 


military enthusiasm, as to aim a blow at 
“his life. The General, anxious only to 
“ preserve the life of the man, evaded the 
“* blow by his dexterity, and, availing him- 
“ selfof his superior strength, pulled him 
“to the ground ; but, no sooner was he 
*“ perceived still meditating a blow at the 
“General, than he was instantly dis- 
** patched by one of his orderlies.”” Upon 
this, it is stated, that the Honourable 
House exclaimed “hear! hear! hear!’ 
It is added, that Mr. Pencevat said, “ that 
“he wentioned this on/y to show, that this 
“ unforeseen accident might have deprived 
“the country of the services of this gal- 
« lant offieer.’’ Yes, but what was the 
use of this? Why shew us this? There re. 
quires no conjuror to tell us, that we may 
lose any thing or any body from an un- 
forseen accident. 
valour performed in this case, except by 
the Frenchman. The Marshal appears to 
have been surrounded by attendants and 
guards. As to his having no anxiety about 
any thing but preserving the life of the man, 
I can only say, that, if it was so, it was a 
very rare instance of magnanimity ; and, 
that I do not wish to deprive the Marshal 


-of the bonour, though I must say, that I 


do not see how Mr. Perceval could possi - 
bly have ascertained the fact, except he 
had received the assurance of it from the 
Marshal himself, who alone could know 
what was passing in his own mind. 

But, what did Mr. Perceval mean by the 
“ ¢ntoxication,” or “ phrenzy,”’ by which the 
French, or Polish, horseman was inspired ? 
Are we to gather from this, that the man 
was drunk or mad ? It is reported of George 
II, that some one having told him, that 
General Wolfe was mad, he said: « I wish 
“ he would bite some of my other com- 
“manders.” And, surely the bite of this 
man must be excellent in any army ; for 
a braver action has seldom been heard of. 
He was “ separated from any others”? That 
is to say, he rushed forward alone, and in 
that state attacked our Commander in 
Chief, though surrounded by guards and 
attendants; and, evén when he was un- 
horsed, persevered in ‘his’ endeavours to 
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slay-him. Intoxication means a state of 
drunkenness, and phrenzy means a state of 
madness; but, to say that the man was 
drunk or mad is surely not to do justice to 
him. If he was drank, why, then, the 
whole of the French army may be thought 
to have been drunk; and, then, see where 
we are led to: our two colours and our 
missing men were carried off by a drunken 
enemy. Should this prove to have been 
the real fact, it would not be amiss to find 
out what sort of liquor the French Generals 
give to their troops. Oh, no! drunkards 
never yet won a battle. Drunkards never 
yet did any thing praiseworthy. The 
courage inspired by drink was never yet 
of any value. ‘The enemy was sober, we 
may be assured, and this Polish horseman 
was as sober as the best of them. Tle 
risked a great deal, to be sure, but we 
ought not to say, or insinuate, that it was 
not valour which urged him forward to 
that risk. ——I now come to the conclu 
sion of this speech, the substance ol 
which I shall briefly state-——Mr. Pee 
CEVAL begged the House to allow him to 
allude to the moral consequences of this 
great victory, and said, that it was ¢\l- 
dent that the late movements of the French 
against us proceeded from despair ; that he 
had to acquaint the Honourable House, 
that it was now ascertained, that Marshal 
Soult, previous to the battle, had o 
boasting proclamations; that while e 
victory raised the spirit of the allies, it mvs 
lower the tone and pretensions of the “= 
my ; that it must be considered mere 
new and flattering prospect tous in the a0 
insula ; that Napo!eon would not om it 7 
to send a large body of troops into! ~— 
insula, especially as there was 4 Pons 4 
that he might have employmen’ hed 
many of his forces elsewhere ; | nahn 
he (Perceval) looked at the gener " 
appointment of the enemy, he saa 
think that he entertained Nr ge 
confidence in the operations’o! = a 
that, whether his pleasing eee ay deci 
founded he would leave ~ priv founda 
but, that, whatever might be ee ere 
of his hopes, “ he prayed Brats ats 
« disposal the issue of os should 
“placed, to grant that ¢ Sai! What 
« realized.”’——Pious to the his hopes he 
ever might be the foundation of vd rt 
prayed God to let them be ne sple in te 
member aiprayer of some Peel | who 
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| hope realized. f 
| be very clear as to such foundation before 
| he puts up such prayer; and, I cannot 
' help thinking, that, in this part of the re- 
> port, Mr. Percevat’s speech must have 
© been misrepresented. 
™ give the speech as his, It is a thing which 
>» I have found published in the CourigEr 
> news-paper, under his name, and as such, 

finding in it matter that called for com- 

'mentary, I have commented upon it. It 
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very clear in their own minds, they pray 
that whatever they undertake, a blessing 


>) may be conferred upon their endeavours, 


and that whatever means they use, those 
means may be sanctified. I was a boy 
when I saw this; but { never shal] forget 
how earnest they all looked up towards 


the top of the play house. But, I think, 


one ought to look a little at the foundation 
of any hope, before one prays to have that 
A man ought, indeed, to 


Indeed, I do not 


may be a fictitious speech for any thing 


/that I know to the contrary ; but, with 
©» Mr. Percevar’s name to it, it would, of 
© course, have more weight than if it had 
no sanction but that of the dior; and, | 
therefore, I have paid more attention to it, 
'seeing that I think it likely to lead to 
' great errors and mischief to the country, 
) if suffered to pass unnoticed. 


The main 


-tendency of it is to cause people to be- 
lieve, that we shall have litle difficulty in 
beating the French in Spain and Portug.! ; 
-and, my opinion is that we shall find 


great difficulty in doing that. If I am 
right in this opinion, then vould the na- 


ition be disappointed in being led to ex- 


pect an easy task in accomplishing the 
object; and, all the world knows how 
fatal are the effects of such disappoint- 
ment. For this reason, amongst many 
others, the people of every country at war, 
ought to have the truth and the whole truth 
told them as to all the actions and opera- 
tions of the war. It has been remarked 


‘of the English, that they are more easily 


elated as wellas depressed than most other 
hations. Alternate elationand depression 
are extremely injurious at all times, and 


specially at a time like this, when there 


Is not the most distant prospect of a ter- 
mination of the war. 


Vice Apmiratty Courts,——lIn ano- 
ther part of this Number will be found a 
brief account of what passed in the Ho- 
Nourable House on the 7th instant upon 
the subject of the conduct and charges of 
the law officers in the courts of Vice Ad- 
miralty, on a motion of Lorp Cocurang 
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for papers relative to the Court. at Malta, 
Surely such things were never heard of 
before in the whole worid. The relation 
really seems like a dream. I trust his 
lordship will follow up this motion by 
some very serions proceeding ; for, that 
such things should be suffered to exist, 
when once they come to he fully exposed, 
is not to he believed. The whole Naval 
Service, and, of course, the nation at large, 
of which that service is one of the chief 
bulwarks, are indebted to Lorp Cocuranr, 
who, with his usual perseverance and dis- 
regard of self-interest, has pursued this 
object for so long a time, and, I trust, now 
with a fair prospect of final success, At 
any rate, the facts will now be made known ; 
and, when that is done, the rest must be 
left to time. 


PARLIAMENTARY REForm. A Meet- 
ing of Parliamentary Reformers took 
place yesterday at the Freemason’s Ta- 
vern, Sir Jonn ‘Torockmorton, Bart. in 
the Chair. The report of the proceedings 
are this day published at great length in 
all the news-papers. These proceedings 
exhibit a very lively picture of the inte- 
rest excited by the all-in-all question, 
There appears to have been great freedom 
of discussion. The gentlemen assembled 
evidently were men in earnest. It was not 
an assemblage of dull, stupid, PACKED 
people, whose object was to carry on a 
sham discussion, and to decide as their 
leaders had previously resolved, right or 
wrong, wise or foolish; nota set of fellows 
ready to sliout out that black was white, 
or white was black, as they might be 
commanded. But a meeting of men ca- 
pable of distinguishing between right and 
wrong, and free to follow the dictates of 
their minds. ——There appears to have 
been some difference of opinion ex- 
pressed; and so there must be, where 
men are not packed ; but, the differences 
were only such as served to show the 
independence of mind of the parties pre- 
sent. Their Resolutions I shall insert ano- 
ther time; but, indeed, with the cause 
every man is now well acquainted; and, 
with that support which I am confident it 
will meet with from the Prince Regent, 
that cause, the cause of the King and 
people, will and must ultimately prevail. 
There will require perseverance. Talent 
and zeal and experience will all be want- 
ing ; but, the quality never to be lost 
sight of is Perseverance, an example, such, 
perhaps, as the world never before exhi- 
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WRIGHT, the author of the Westmin- 
ster Address to the Prince Regent, the 
publishing of which Address in the Ga- 
zette has excited towards His Royal High- 
ness the gratitude of hundreds of thou- 
sands of the best men in the kingdom, 
men who will never be found crawling at 
his court, but whom he will always find 
ready to stand by him in the field. The 
publishing of this Address must have been 
the act of His Royal Highness. We re- 
ceive it from him as an earnest of his dis- 
position in favour of Reform ; and, for my 
part, while I see marks so manifest of such 
2 disposition in His Royal Highness, I 
shall not be disposed severely to criticise 
any of the minor acts in the exercise of 
his power, being confident that he will 


never use that power for the oppression of 


any part of the people. 
W™. COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, 
Tuesday, 11th June, 1811. 





BATTLE OF ALBUERA., 
Report of Mr, Perceval’s Speech in moving 
the Thanks of the Honourable House to 
Marshal Beresford, &c.—June 7th, 1811. 


The Caancettor of the ExcnEquer 
observing, that, according to the course 
of proceeding adopted by the House in 
the present Session, Orders of the Day 
were to have precedence of motions on 
this day, still felt a conviction, that the 
motion which he had to make, recog- 
nising the merits of the General, the 
Officers, and gallant army engaged in 
the battle of Albuera, would be al- 
lowed by the House to take precedence 
of any other business. (Hear, hear!) He 
collected from this cheer an admission on 
_ the part of the House, and should there- 
fore proceed. Now again he felt himself 
placed in the situation, in which he had 
umposed upon him the agreeable duty, 
which several times during the present 
Sesion he had had to perform, of present- 
ing to the consideration of the House the 
eminent services of the British and Al- 
lied armies—services which had been so 
frequently crowned with the most signal 
and brilliant success. He bad again to 
bring under the notice, and recommend 


to the attention and approbation of that | 


House, the meritorious conduct of the 
officers and men of that army, who had 
so nobly distinguished themselves in the 
glorious cause: in which they were en- 
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gaged—the defence of the oppressed 
le of the Peni gai 
people of t eninsula, against the Most 
grinding system of tyranny and oppres. 
sion to which any nation had ever been ex. 
posed, He had on this happy occasion 
to enrol upon the illustrious list of those 
heroes who had signalised their valou, 
and skill in their country’s service, the 
names of General Beresford, who so ably 
commanded the allied army at Albuera, 
and of the other Officers, whose eminen 
merits contributed to the brilliant victory 
obtained in that part of the Peninsula, 
To himself it was grateful, as he was con 
vinced it would be satisfactory to every 
Gentleman who heard him, and to the 
country, that, although they might feel a 
pride in contemplating the accumulated 
glories and honours acquired by particular 
Generals, yet the Country could reflect 
with exultation that it was not to oneor 
two Generals they could look with con 
fidence for signal talents and heroie 
achievements in the field, but that the 
Country had several Generals competent to 
meet any General of France, with an arny 
nearly equal in numbers, uot only with glory 
to theinselves, but with defeat to their ene- 
mies. It was remarkable, that, in the short 
period of the present Session, this was the 
third time when it had become bis duty 
to bring the eminent services of the Amy 
under the consideration of the House, it 
troductory of a vote of its thanks, the 
highest honour it could bestow. And 
here, he trusted, that the House would do 
his Majesty’s Ministers the justice ale 
low, that they had not studiously taker 
the advantage of gallant exploits of any 
equivocal character or mferior sage’ 
to call upon the House for its than - 
for the purpose of obtaining an indirec 
attestation of their own merits and pail 
tions in providing the means of accoli- 
lishing such successes. ‘The Hove 
pisoing se de 
would, therefore, he was fully persvé hie 
give them eredit for not having on t 
plied their applications to parliamen ats 
the high honour of their thanks ' 
ward eminent military services, with po 
such paltry view. No, it was 4 og ei 
posed upon them by the blessings of ast0 
dence, which enabled his Majesty om bad 
achieve in the short period whic more 
elapsed of the present camp2ig" had 
signal and glorious successes any 
been hevetalien obtained in on wale 
space of a tedious and protrac 


this 
(Hear.) Sure he was that rE pased 
point the House would be more d 
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to censure the conduct of Ministers for 
having been #00 sparing in their applica- 
tions, for having withheld the thanks -of 
' that House from meritorious services, than 
to complain of their having multiplied 
’ too much the instances in which they 
called upon the House to record their 
| high approbation of the gallantry and 
~ good conduct of their brave officers and 
' troops. He need not here allude to the 
' capture of the island of Banda in a most 
~ romantic and chivalrous stile by a small 
> but heroic band; an enterprize entitled 
’ to rank for decision and intrepidity with 
> any to be found in the annals of military 
© achievements. Neither need he point out 
> the masterly, gallant manner in which 
> the conquest of the islands of Bourbon and 
> Mauritius had been accomplished; an 
> object of so much importance, not only 
» from the annoyance which they enabled 
* the enemy to give to British commerce, 
bat from the anxiety which every Minis- 
_ ter of this country had manifested to ob- 
tain possession of them. ‘The House 
' would acquit Ministers of any anxiety to 
drag before their view services, however 
| important, which may admit of doubt as to 
| their claim to the thanks of Parliament. The 
occasions to which he had alluded particu- 
larly, as having submitted for the appro- 
bation of the House, were the gallant ex- 
» ploits performed in the Peninsula; from 
the glories of the victory of Busago, ob- 
tained by Lord Wellington in his retreat 
to his lines, to what surpassed all—the 
important victory at Almeida. Under all 
the circumstances of the case, it would be 
admitted that they had rather abstained 
Srom overloading the Journals with Votes of 
| Thanks, than unnecessarily squandered 
that proud distinction; and if any Gen- 
tleman were to criticise their conduct, 
his animadversion would be directed to 
their forbearance, at a period when scarce 
a day passed without an expectation of some 
| victory; which expectation was uniformly 
| realized by the next accounts. In short, 
such a tide and flood of victory flowed in our 
Javour, that of our army it might be said, 
as of an army of old, 
** Hostis nihil aliud est nisi perpetua gloria mate- 
ria vestre."’ 

The enemy, by the incessant victories 
gained over them seemed to serve only as a 
Sund to supply materials for the accumulating 
glories of the British army. He had only 
to refer to the manner in which the former 
votes had been received, to shew that he 
bad not been lavish in bringing these 
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votes forward.—lIlaving stated thus much 
as to the circumstances in which he 
brought forward the motion of this night, 
he should proceed next to state the cir- 
cumstances of the action to which his mo- 
tion applied, It appeared by the dis- 
patches, that General Beresford was en- 
gaged in the siege, when he received in- 
telligence that Marshal Soult, having col- 
lected from the corps of Victor, Sebas- 
tiani, and from the interior, of Spain, all 
the force which he could assemble, had 
broken up on the 10th of May from Se- 
ville, to march to the relief of Badajoz. 
Upon receipt of this intelligence, it ap- 
peared that he considered how he should 
meet the attack; whether he should raise 
the siege of Badajoz and wait the attack 
of Soult, or provide for both objects. 
He determined to prepare for the attack, 
lest by endeavouring to attend also to the 
siege, he might risk the loss of both ob- 
jects. He then took up a position on the 
river Albuera, where he was joined in the 
evening preceding the action by the al- 
lied force under Generals Blake and Cas- 
tarios, in pursuance of a previous arrange- 
ment with those officers; and it was not 
till the morning of the day on which the 
battle was fought that he was joined by 
the corps under General Cole, which had 
been left to cover the conveyance of the 
heavy ordnance and stores from before 
Badajoz to Elvas, The Right Hon. Gen- 
tleman then proceeded to detail from the 
official dispatches, the order of battle—~ 
the Spaniards on the hill on the right, 
General Stuart’s division on the left of 
them, and General Hamilton’s on the left 
of Generai Stuart’s. The enemy made a 
demonstration on the left of them, and 
taking advantage of the weather, which 
masked his operations, directed the main 
body of his force and all his attention to 
an attack upon the position occupied by 
the Spaniards on the right. The Spanish 
troops resisted this concentrated attack 
with intrepidity and courage, but were at 
length obliged to give way to superior 
forces, and were driven from the hill. To 
the immortal honour, however, of these 
galiant troops, they rallied at the bottom 
of the bill, turned upon the enemy, and 
kept them in check by their fire, till 
the brigade of Lieut.-Colone! Colbourne 
came to their support. The brigade of 
General Cole ‘was stationed in the rear of 
the Spaniards. The brigade of Colonel 
Colbourne, not being able to dislodge the 
énemy from their position by their fire, 
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proceeded ‘to charge them with the 
bayonet : and it was in this charge that 
that brigade, consisting of three regi- 
ments, suffered so severely from an un- 
expected charge by a division of Polish 
cavalry. A small regiment, the Sist, 
kept this cavalry in check, till the brigade 
of General Hoghton came up; when that 
brave and distinguished officer fell. 
cheering his men to the charge. Whilst 
stating this circumstance, he trusted the 
House would agree with him as to the 
propriety of marking their admiration of 
the glorious circumstances of his death, 
by erecting a monument to the hero at 
the public expence; at once a testimony 
to posterity of their gratitude and his 
glory. (Hear, hear !)—In the course of 
this contest it would be observed that 
every man did his duty. But it was 
against the right that the principal efforts 
of the enemy were directed. In this 
point, the brigade of General Cole, and 
particularly the fusileers, took the French 
en their left flank, and making a com- 
bined charge with the other troops, drove 
them from the eminence which command- 
ed the British line, and which was the 
great object of their efforts to acquire, 
and of their ambition to retain. It was 


upon being. driven from this hill that the 
French were broken, and forced with 


great slaughter down the hill. Never 
had there fallen in so small a space so 
many victims to the fury of war as on 
the acclivity of this hill, after the enemy 
had been driven from the summit to the 
bottom. When he stated that the 
whole of the battle took place on the 
right, he did not mean to be understood 
that no efforts had been made in any other 
part of the line. ‘The enemy had directed 
serious attacks in other quarters, and if no 
other action had been fought but what had 
taken place at the bridge of Albuera, that 
alone would be endugh to immortalize the 
glory of that day. Such had been the 
circumstances of this glorious battle, the 
consequences of which were—the flight of 
the enemy from the scene of action—the 
abandonment of their wounded: and the 
situation of the miserable remnant of the 
French army may be estimated from the 
intercepted letter of General Gazan to 
Marshal Soult, which represented the 
force under him of wounded to amount to 
four thousand men. But the usual conse- 
quences of this glorious victory would 
prove most highly beneficial to the cause 
ua which we were engaged. When they 
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considered the effect that must necessarily 
be produced by the signal disappointment 
of all the boasts of the enemy, by the frus. 
trating ofall their proud pretensions and ane 
ticipated triumphs, it was impossible to de. 
scribe that effect in stronger terms than in 
the language of General Beresford, who 
alluded to the impression that would be 
made by the return of Marshal Soult, 
after all his boasts, “ to Seville with 
broken army, and what was worse, a dj. 
minished reputation.”’ But in the circum. 
stances of this action there were some purti- 
culars which might afford the enemy a pretert 
to claim a victory. In the charge which 
the brigade of Col. Colbourne had sus. 
tained from the Polish cavalry, the thre 
regiments of which it was composed, ur- 
doubtedly lost their colours. The colours of 
one of them were afterwards recovered, 
one standard re-taken from the enemy, 
and the other preserved for his corps in an 
exemplary manner by the gallant officer 
who had the charge of it. The colours of 
the two other regiments undoubtedly were m 
the possession of the enemy, and would m all 
probability be made the ground of a claim 
of triumph. Whilst upon this topic, he 
trusted the House would excuse him for 
adverting to the very gallant and heroic 
conduct of the two officers who bore the 
colours of the Buffs, which had been pre- 
served. One of them was surrounded by 
the enemy, and when asked to give up his 
colours, answered, not, but with his (ye; 
and his life was the instant ferfeit of his 
refusal. (A-call of name! name!) The 
name of this heroic individual was Ensign 
Thomas. The standard thus taken was 2 
terwards recovered from the enemy. The 
manner in which the other standard % 
preserved was marked by onan 
equally meritorious and honourable te “4 
individual who preserved it, and ae 
entitled to the applause and ee 
his country. Ensign Walsh tas the oO : 
he alluded to. This gallant indivi 
having the staff of the colours broken ; | 
cannon ball, which also severely wen, 
himself, fell upon the field of oat e* 
more anxious about the precious © om 
than for himself, contrived to + 
flag from the remnant of the staff, and a ards 
it in his bosom, from which he nag to 
produced it when his wounds were nt 
after the battle. (Hear, hear!) He wes 
me otie Z ‘< jndividuals, 
joiced to name these heroic ! preg 
and to give all the splendour ‘ ie deeds 
putation, which the mention of the onfet 
in that House was calculated to 
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He knew not whether it might be permit- | 
ted him here to mention also the case of | 
General Beresford himself. After the | 
charge of the Polish cavalry, which had 
proved so disastrous to the brigade of Col. 
Colbourne, one horseman, separated from 
his corps, and unsupported by any others, ap- 
proached so near Marshal Beresford, either 
from the effects of intoxication or tite 
phrenzy of military enthusiasm, as to aim a 

© blow at his life. The General, anxious only 
| to preserve the life of the man, evaded his 
| blow by his dexterity, and, availing him- 
self of his superior strength, pulled him to 
the ground; but no sooner was he per- 
ceived still meditating a blow at the Gene- 
ral, than he was instantly dispatcbed by 
one of his orderlies. (lear, hear!) He 
mentioned this only to shew that this un- 
foreseen accident might have deprived the 
country of the services of this gallant 
oflicer.—He begged the House now to al- 
low him to allude to the moral conse- 
quences which must result from this vic- 
tory—such a victory occurring at such a 
time and under such circumstances. When 
they considered the attempt of Massena 
to relieve Almeida, and the almost con- 
temporaneous effort of Soult to relieve Ba- 
dajoz, they could not consider both in any 
other light than as a desperate attempt, 
undertaken in pursuance of orders from 
their government to retrieve the character 
and honour of the French arms in the Pe- 
ninsula,. He had also to acquaint the 
House, that it was now well ascertained, 
| that Marshal Soult, on leaving Seville, in 
the confidence of anticipated victory, pub- 
) lished one of those boasting proclamations for 
which the French Generals are so remark- 
pable; and that he had frequently on his 
| march addressed his troops upon the cer- 
tainty of their success, The utter disap- 
pointment of all these confident expecta- 
f tions of victory must raise the hopes and 
‘increase the confidence of the Alhes, at 
the same time that it must lower the tone 
and the pretensions of the enemy. He could 
not but consider it as opening new and 
fluttering prospects to us in the Peninsula. 
He was aware that some Gentlemen were 
of opinion, that there was no limit to the 
means of the French Emperor, and that 
he could have no difficulty in sending 
three or four hundred thousand men into 
the Peninsula. For himself he should say, 
- that he did not think it so easy for him to 
send any large force thither; particularly 
, when there was a prospect that he might have 
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| cimployment Sor so many of his forces elsewhere. | 
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But even if he should be able to place his 
force in the Peninsula on the same footing 
as before, he would find the Allies better 
prepared to meet him—he would find from 
the glorious example set by the Spanish 
troops at Albuera, far different enemies to 
contend with. When he looked to the 
grievous disappointment of the hopes of 
the enemy, he could not think he enter- 
tained any exaggerated confidence in the 
operations of war: their issue was 2n other 
hands. Whether the pleasing hopes he 
entcrtained were well founded, under all 
the circumstances, he should leave to the 
public to decide; but whatever may be 
the foundation of his expectations, he 
prayed God, in whose disposal the issue of all 
contests was placed, would grant that they 
should be realised. He should move, then, 
« The Thanks of that House to Major-Ge- 
neral Beresford, for the distinguished abi- 
lity displayed by him on the 16th of May, 
in the glorious battle ef Albueva,in which 
he had defeated the French army under 
Marshal Soult.” 


Vice ADMIRALTY CourrTs. 


Lord Cochrane’s Motion, and Debate thercon 
in the Honourable House, 7th June 1811. 


Lord Cocurang, in rising to call the at- 
tention of the House to the subject on 
which he had given notice of a motion, 
did not intend entering into it at length, 
but he pledged himself to disclose abuses 
of almost sufficient magnitude to paralyse 
the energies of the nation. [He then read 
a letter from an Officer in the East Indies, 
in which it was stated, that the charges of 
the Vice-Admiralty Courts were so exor- 
bitant, that it required a good prize to sa- 
tisty them, though nothing were left for 
the captors. In one instance (his Lordship 
proceeded), a vessel had been condemned 
which was worth 11,000 rupees; the 
charges of the Vice-Admiralty Court 
amounted tomore than 10,000. Aftersome 
observations on the extent of the Com- 
merce of France, and the erroneous state- 
ments made of English prosperity, his 
Lordship adverted to the charges made by 
the Proctor at Malta. His bill on one oc- 
casion he stated to have measured six fa- 
thoms and a quarter. The noble Lord 
here produced a copy of the Bill, which 
was immensely long, and excited much 
risibility in the House while he uprolled 
it. Whatever credit he might be disposed 
to give that person for his integrity, he 
felt that something was dug to his inge- 
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nuity. He had contrived to unite in him- 
self the two offices of Proctor and Marshal, 
and in this double capacity, he feed, ad- 
vised, instructed, and consulted himself, 
made affidavit that he had so consulted him- 
self, and extracted his own oath for another 
tom. for which also he was paid. His 
Lordship here recounted some of his (the 
Proctor’s) charges for attendance on him- 
self, and asserted an annual saving of 
five millions might be made by a reform 
of abuses in the Navy. When the Proc- 
ter’s Bill came to be taxed, 50 crowns 
were taken off, and for the trouble of doing 
this, the charge of the Court was 35 crowns. 
He then instanced the case of the Britannia, 
which was valued at 8,600 crowns. The 
charges made by theVice-courtof Admiral- 
vy reduced the nett proceeds to 1,900. The 
ice-Admiralty Court, he contended, had 
no right to alter the table of fees, nor to 
make one for themselves. In one instance 
when the cargoes were taken out of some 
smal! vessels condemned at Malta, which 
could not cross the sea, the charges of the 
Vice-Admiralty Court amounted to no 
less a sum than 3,767 crowns, Captain 
Brenton made a strong remonstrance on 
this occasion, and so desirous were the 
not to have the affair taken upin England, 
that in consequence of this proceeding on 
his part, they deducted from the charge 
3,504 crowns, contenting themselves with 
236 crowns, four reals, and four scendii, 
in the hope of preventing any thing be- 
ing said in this country. He charged the 
Judge there with a violation of his com- 
mission, and of the law, and he would 
also prefer similar charges against the 
Proctor and Registrar, The Noble Lord 
concluded, by moving for “ A copy of 
the appointment or commission of Dr. 
Sewell, to officiate as Judge of the Vice- 
Admiralty Court of Malta;” for « A 
copy of the commission or appointment 
of Mr. J. Jackson, to officiate as Marshal ;” 
for “A list of the Proctors, with the 
dates of their admission ;” for “ A copy 
of the appointment or commission of Mr. 
Locker to be Registrar ;” for « Copies 
of the several deputations of the Marshals 
given to their Deputies, together with the 
notifications from the Admiralty ;” for 


“A copy of the tables of fees established 
. i 


by the King in Council, and furnished to 
the Vice-Courts of Admiralty, under the 
45th of his present Majesty, or any other 
Act ;” for “* A copy of the table of fees 
by which the charges made on Suitors in 
the Vice Admiralty Court at Malta are re- 
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established table of fees 


£.7,500 a year without 
formed by him.” 
Mr. Yorke admitted 


which called for an in 
possible some reform in 


tion of the Noble Lord. 


dence moved for. 
the subject could not be 


mind, and not impute to 
the delay 
disinclination to investiga 


with the first Lord of the 
to state, in the absence 


Malta in matters of priz 


ed Friend was not in the 
responsible. 


rected: but his doubt was 


lication, as far as he knew 
in that quarter. It was t 


Court at Malta, he (Sir 
having been in the habit 0 





present Session of Parliament. He hope 
the Noble Lord would bear this in his 


the case, as it stood at present, cal ent 
inquiry, thought proper at the same 


Friend (Sir W. Scott) that he had no cm 
troul over the Vice Admiralty Cou 


If the abuses charge Af 
Noble Lord existed, they ought to °° 


His Majesty in Council had a 
correct abuses as to fees, &c.; 
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gulated ;” for “ A copy of the authority 
by virtue of which the Judges alter the 
or make a new 
table to regulate the charge made on the 
Suitors inthe Vice Admiralty Court at 
Malta ;” for “ copies of all the official 
demands made, or copies of the official 
correspondence between Vice Admiralty 
Judges of the Courts of Gibraltar and 
Malta, and the Court of Admiralty, 
requiring proper tables of the fees to be 
charged in the prize causes ;” for “a 
list of the number of vessels prosecuted in 
the Vice Admiralty Court of Malta which 
had been liberated, paying costs and da- 
mages ;” for “ a copy of the appointment 
of Mr. Wood, late Secretary to Lord 
Castlereagh, to the situation he now 
holds, and which situation yields him 


any scrvices per 


that the Noble 


Lord had made out a prima facte case, 


quiry. It was 
the Vice Admi- 


ralty Courts was necessary ; and, feeling 
this, he was not at all averse to the mo- 


He objected to 


the production of the private correspot 
The Noble Lord must 
know that some of the other papers must 
be procured from Malta, and therefore 


gone into in the 


He hoped 


the House, frem 


which must take place, any 


te the whole bu 
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= with him, could not undertake to speak 
| positively to that point. But having prac- 
‘tised with him for some time at the same 
© bar, he had every reason to believe that 
she was a man of talent and integrity, and 
‘the Noble Lord knew that he was not 
‘wanting in spirit to execute what he 
‘thought right. He was absent, and he was 
‘a Judge—(Hear, hear!)—and no preju- 
Hdices ought to be admitted against him 
Ptill he had an opportunity of being heard 
in his defence. He hoped the Noble 
SLord was under a misapprehension. The 
regulation of the fees had been probably 
left to the Judge, because he himself could 
ardly have any interest in augmenting 
them. They could hardly fall below 
2000/. to which sum only he was entitled 
put of them. From the failure of the 
‘oble Lord in substantiating charges made 
by him on former occasions, it might be 
fairly inferred that accusations preferred 
y him might possibly turn out to be un- 
bunded. 

| Sir Francts Burvett thought it a little 
ard that his noble friend should be 
arged with not having made good his 
Ormer charges by those very persons 
tho had denied him the opportunity 

f proving them. If there was no official 


prrespondence, the return to the order 


ould state that circumstance. 

Mr. Rose said, that when abuses in the 
ice Admiralty Courts abroad were de- 
cted, measures were always taken to 
ctify them, and proceedings were at pre- 
nt pending against three of these Courts. 
ut he defied the Noble Lord to point 
it any impropriety in the Admiralty 
burts at home. After the minutest in- 
stigation, he could not find a single 
ound of complaint against the officers of 
at Court. The Proctor for the Navy 
as remarkable for his attention and in- 
grity, and his charges were more mo- 
rate than those of any other Proctor. 
e interests of the officers of the Navy 
tre as well attended to as those of any 
dividual. The Noble Lord had failed 
two charges on former occasions. He 
d brought charges against the Admi- 
lty Court, and against the Government 

the treatment of the prisoners of war. 
Both were utterly unfounded. The 
isoners, as had been found on inquiry, 
ere even more healthy than our Militia 
piments. 

ir. Lyttteton had heard from several 
icers that abuses existed. . . 

Lonp Cocurane stated, that haying 
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complained to the Admiralty here of a 
grievance in being obliged to submit to 
exorbitant charges in the prosecution of 
a prize cause at Malta, the opinions of the 
Attorney and Solicitor General and othet 
lawyers, had been put into his hands, pur- 
porting that his plan was to apply to the 
Judge at Malta. He wrote to the Judge 
accordingly, who referred him to the 
Proctor, as he did not choose to enter into 
private correspondence with suitors in 
causes before him. He then wrote to the 
Proctor, who sent for answer that it was 
unprecedented to demand a bill to be 
taxed that had been paid so long ago as 
1808: so that he thought his having got 
the money a good reason for not parting 
with it. He then wrote to the Judge, but 
got no answer; and this was the redress 
he got in the quarter where the Crown 
Law Officers had advised him to apply. 
His Lordship further observed, that in op- 
position to the Act of the 45th of the King, 
the Judge at Malta had not only establish- 
ed, but altered a table of fees. No allu- 
sion had been made to the spirited conduct 
of the Judge; but he had affidavits of 
Captain Maxwell and others, who were 
present, that the Judge had admitted ‘that 
he had no proof of the crime for which he 
(Lord C ) had been sent to gaol. Against 
him, however, he would proceed in ano- 
ther way, unless he should find it neces- 
sary to call for the interference of the 

House to bring this Judge home. He had 

consulted lawyers, and understood that he 

could not proceed against him till he came 

to this country. As to his former charges, 

he had been denied the opportunity of 
proving them. He concluded by repeat- 

ing his charges of extortion, &c. against 

the Judge and Marshal.—Some alterations 

were then made in the motions, in conse- 

quence of a difference of opinion as to the 

construction of the 45th of the King, rela- 

tive to the establishment of Tables of Fees 

in the Prize Courts ; after which they were 

all carried. ‘ 





OFFICIAL PAPERS, 


Portucat.—Tue Wak. 


No. IV. 

Return of killed, wounded, ‘and missing of the 
Corps of the Army under Command of 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B. 
under the immediate Orders of Marshal 
Sir William Carr Beresford, K. B. in the 
Battle with the French Army commanded 


’ 








a ik Arcs > ty 
tus > eS 1 + puitien tant 7 - 
Spee ae ne OP ~ caer a 
bak ise TS ge ER ae © 
~ een ee * + By 
= ——— Rl - <eayee - 


ss 


+ “ < a 




































ees 


z oP we & 
< i, sone : ees 
: toe 
: 4 a> 4 a _ 
TE. 


> 


— 
STR aR erg hoe ad 
a ss 
et ee - 
eal ke ee 
ET acini ya 


Yonge ee 


Fe: SE a nage 2 
* ~ 






471] 


by Marshal Soult, at Albuera, on the 16th 
May, 1811.—( Continued from p. 1440. ) 


Ist Batt. 3d Foot, or Buffs—1 Captain, 
1 Lieutenant, 2 Ensigns, 4 Serjeants, 208 
rank and file killed ; + Captain, 9 Lieu- 
tenants, | Ensign, 11 Serjeants, | Drum- 
mer, 222 rank and file wounded: 2 Lieu- 
tenants, 15 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, 161 
rank and file missing. 

Ist Batt. 7th Royal Fusileers—2 Ser- 
jeants, 62 rank and file killed; 1 Lieute- 
nant Colonel, 3 Captains, 11 Lieutenants, 
14 Serjeants, 263 rank and file wounded. 

2d Batt. 7th Ditto—1 Captain, 1 Lieu 
tenant, | Serjeant, 46 rank and file killed ; 
1 Major, 3 Captains, 9 Lieutenants, | 
Staff, 16 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, 269 rank 
and file wounded. 

ist Batt. 25rd Royal Welsh Fusileers— 
] Captain, I Ensign, 1 Serjeant, 73 rank 
and file killed; 1 Lieutenant Colonel; 3 
Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 3 Ensigns, 1 
Staff, 12 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, 232 rank 
and file wounded ; 1 Serjeant, 5 rank and 
file missing. 


3d Batt. 27th Foote-3 rank and file |: 


killed; 5 rank and file wounded. 

2d Batt. 28th Foot—t Drummer, 26 
rank and file killed ; 2 Captains, 3 Lieu- 
tenants, 1 Ensign, 8 Serjeants, 123 rank 
and file wounded. 

29th Foot—1l Captain, 1 Lieutenant, 
3 Ensigns, 2 Serjeants, 73 rank and file 
killed; 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 1 Major, 3 
Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 3 Ensigns, 1 
Staff, 12 Serjeants, 220 rank and file 
wounded; 1) rank and file missing. 

2d Batt. 3ist Foot—2 Serjeants, | 
Drummer, 26 rank and file killed; 2 
Captains, $ Lieutenants, 2 Ensigns, 4 Ser- 
jeants, 115 rank and file wounded. 

2d Batt. 34th Foot.—1 Captain, 1 Lieu- 
tenant, 1 Ensign, 3 Serjeants, 27 rank and 
file killed ; 2 Captains, 2 Lieutenants, 6 
Serjeants, 85 rank and file, wounded. 

2d Batt. 39th Foot—1 Lieutenant, 14 
rank and file, killed; 1 Captain, 2 Lieu- 
tenants, | Ensign, 4 Serjeants, 73 rank and 
file, wounded ; 2 rank and file missing. 

Ist Batt. 40th Foot—3 rank and file 
killed; § rank and file wounded. 

Ist Batt. 48th Foot.—1 Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel, 2 Lieutenants, 6 Serjeants, 58 rank 
and file, killed ; 5 Captains, 7 Lieutenants, 
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] Ensign, 1 Staff, 9 Serjeants, | Drummer 
183 rank and file, wounded; 6 rank and 
file missing. 

2d Batt. 48th Foot—3 Lieutenants, | 
Ensign, 4 Serjeants, 40 rank and file 
killed ; 4 Captains, 4 Lieutenants, 2 Ep- 
signs, 3 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, 89 rank 
and file, wounded ; 1 Major, 2 Captains, 
5 Lieutenants, | Ensign, 8 Serjeants, 7 
Drummers, 175 rank and file, missing. 

Ast Batt. 57th Foot—1 Major, 1 Cap- 
tain, 3 Serjeants, 1 Drummer, 83 rank and 
file, killed ; 1 Lieutenant-Colonel, } Ma 
jor, 6 Captains, 11 Lieutenants, 2 Ensigns, 
ll Serjeants, 3 Drummers, $04 rank and 
file, wounded. 

Sth Batt. 60th Foot—1 Serjeant, | rank 
and file, filled; 1 Lieutenant, 2 Serjeants, 
16 rank and file, wounded. 

2d Batt. 66th Foot—1 Captain, | Lieu 
tenant, | Ensign, 1 Serjeant, | Drummer, 
50 rank and file, killed; 1 Captain, § 
Lieutenants, 3 Ensigns, 1$ Serjeauts, $I 
rank and file, wounded ; 4 Serjeants, | 
Drummer, 96 rank and file, missing. 

97ih Foot—-1 rank and file wounded. 

Ist Light Batt. King’s German Legion 
—4 rank and file filled ; 1 Major, | Cap- 
tain, 1 Lieutenant, 1 Ensign, | Stall, 3 
Serjeants, 55 rank and file wounded; 2 
rank and file, missing. 

2d Light Batt. King’s German Legion 
—1 Lieutenant, 3 rank and file, killed; 1 
Captain, 3 Serjeants, 28 rank and fie 
wounded ; 1] rank and file missing. _ 

Total British Loss—1 General Stall, | 
Lieutenant Colonel, 1 Major, 7 Captaiss, 
13 Lieutenants, 9 Knsigns, 31 Serjead's, ‘ 
drummers, 815 rank and file, 5+ horses, 
killed ; 7 General Staff, 4 Lieutenant C0- 
lonels, 4 Majors, 45 Captains, 81, Lieute 
nants, 20 Ensigns, 6 Staff, 132 Sesjean's- 
drummers, 2,426 rank and file, 26 horses 
wounded ; 1 Major, 4 Captains, 8 Liev 
nants, 1 Ensign, 28 Serjeants, 10 drum 
mers, 492 rank and file, 17 horses, misang. 

Total Poriuguese Loss—! Genera 
1 Staff, 2 Serjeants, 98 rank and ser 
horses, killed ; 1 General Staff, | ie 
nant-Colonel, 1 Major, 5 Captains. sg 
tenants, 2 Ensigns, 1 Staff, 14 Serjea" ' 
° horses 
drummer, 230 rank and file, 9 Wn? 
wounded; 1 drummer, 25 rank an’™ 
missing. 


(To be continued.) 
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